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Manchester Museum 
  
The Museum is one of the oldest parts of the University. It has extremely fine and important 
collections of preserved plants, animals, rocks and minerals, fossils, archaeological and 
ethnographic objects, coins, and accompanying archives relating to collections, photographs 
and lantern slides. These are available for study, subject to arrangement with curators 
and/or the Collection Study Centre.  
 
We are particularly interested to explore how the Manchester Museum can support 
academics in SALC and Social Sciences to make effective use of the Museum collection for 
research and teaching.  Roughly 100 modules across the University currently make use of 
the collections and staff expertise each year, and we do support some research projects, but 
there is a lot of scope for our collections (over 99% of which are in stores) to work harder. 
 
As a Research Museum, The Researcher in Residence role is in a good position to act as a go-
between for the Museum and academic communities in the University. We are looking for a 
researcher who would be committed to exploring the collections and devising methods for 
communicating them to new audiences. 
 
   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.museum.manchester.ac.uk/


 

 

 

Manchester Jewish Museum 

Manchester Jewish Museum is for Jewish and non-Jewish people offering a unique 
experience as both a social history museum and as a resource for learning. 

As a social history museum we tell the story of Manchester’s Jewish community from the 
1780s to present day. With 30,000 items in our collections, MJM explores the cultural and 
religious evolution of Manchester’s Jewish community - the largest Jewish community in the 
UK (outside London). Our galleries reveal the political and industrial legacies of this 
community on a local, regional, national and international scale. This is the only UK museum 
housed inside an original synagogue and, built in 1874, it is Manchester’s oldest surviving 
synagogue building. The building provides a unique and powerful learning space for all ages.  

MJM currently requires assistance in digitizing its 25,000 strong negative photographic 
collection and its extensive oral history collection. Both collections illustrate the social, 
religious and working lives of Manchester’s Jewish community. The material also reflects 
issues of immigration and settlement. Interviews and photographs tell the story of the 

immigration of Jewish people from Eastern Europe at the end of the 19
th

 and start of the 

20
th

 Centuries, refugees from Western Europe in the 1930s and Holocaust survivors after 
1945. A placement is available to assist in this project. The work may involve scanning 
photographic negatives, updating collection catalogues, creating detailed summaries of oral 
testimonies and time-coding written transcriptions. Training will be provided in all areas of 
work.    

A second placement opportunity to work closely with an artist in residence in collaboration 
with the Institute for Cultural Practices is currently in development and will be confirmed 
shortly. If you have an interest in these areas we look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.manchesterjewishmuseum.com/


The Museum of Transport, Greater Manchester 

The Museum of Transport, Greater Manchester is managed and run by 
volunteers of the Greater Manchester Transport Society in a Grade II 
building dating from 1928 owned by Transport for Greater Manchester. 
We have around 80 buses, trams and trolleybuses together with 
artefacts and paper records from public transport around Greater 
Manchester. We form part of the archive for Transport for Greater 
Manchester and its predecessors, Greater Manchester Passenger 
Transport Authority and SELNEC Passenger Transport Authority. We are 
looking for support in two main areas and the following are some 
aspects that could be explored:  
 
Educational: 
The Museum hosts schools parties from nursery age upto college students. With revisions to 
National Curriculum we need to update our worksheets and activities to relate to the 
appropriate age group / key stage.  

 Identification of key stage elements to which we can link 

 Development of further work sheets etc 

 Marketing our educational visits to schools and colleges 

 Review of resources:  eg audio visual, catering, cloakroom, classroom space etc. 

 Different levels of students:– eg sixth form – economics of bus deregulation: tourism 
and travel students 

 Informal styles of learning : facilitation / formal instruction 

 Off-site activities. 
 
Museum presentation: 

 Captions and descriptive text 

 Display boards – more professional ways of display. 

 Audio guides 

 Floor plans, internal guiding 

 Audio visual presentations – TV screens, overhead projectors, memory sticks 

 Interactive displays 

 Handling sessions eg ticket machines  

 Accessible resources for visually impaired etc. 

 Innovative ways of display  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gmts.co.uk/


 

The Portico Library 

 

The Portico Library was opened in 1806 by powerful and influential men of 
Manchester at a time when the city was known, nationally and internationally, as a 
‘Boomtown’. The Industrial Revolution had brought prosperity and recognition to the area 
and Manchester was one of the most important cities of the period for innovation, 
invention and growth and it was crucial that civic pride should also be accompanied by 
cultural and intellectual development. Along with its closest and equally prosperous 
neighbours, Liverpool and Leeds, Manchester expanded the notions of coffee houses and 
suburban subscription libraries into purpose built, grand temples of culture. Leeds had The 
Leeds Library since 1768 and by the end of the 18th century Liverpool’s Athenaeum was 
already underway. In fact, it was the planning of the Athenaeum that prompted four 
Manchester men, visiting Liverpool at the time, to build a similar institution for their own 
city. Thus The Portico Library and Newsroom was conceived.  

From January 1806 the Library stocked a great number of newspapers and subscribed to 
many periodicals. From around April 1806 its book stock also developed and, throughout its 
first 50 years the Portico enjoyed a prominent position in the cultural and intellectual 
activity of the city. With the help of the Librarian (usually a man of letters) the Committee 
chose those titles that best reflected the reading and collecting habits of the membership at 
large. Perhaps uncommonly, for gentlemen’s institutions, novels were purchased from the 
beginning as, along with poetry and drama, they were considered to be what was read in 
Polite Society and became, therefore, subjects placed in the category of ‘Polite Literature’. 
This included Collected Works, Essays, Philosophy and Natural Philosophy (which embraced 
all the sciences as we know them today – e.g. Botany, Geology, Chemistry), Theology and 
other subjects not immediately covered by more definitive categories.  

At a period when increasing wealth and leisure time allowed a healthy expansion of the 
Grand Tour and worldwide journey and exploration, the Portico’s collected of Voyages and 
Travels became incrementally significant and its holdings today reflect the importance of 
travel throughout the long nineteenth century. Biography, Topography, Architecture and 
Antiquities are also testament to the voracious cultural appetite of the Library’s 
membership.  

From the end of the nineteenth century the collection reduced from around 60,000 volumes 
to approximately 25,000 due to Library’s fluctuating fortunes. By 1920 it occupied only the 
upper level of its classically designed building, renting out the lower half to The Bank of 
Athens to raise much needed income. 

Nevertheless, many of its original accessions remain along with a very representative 
collection which has become, in essence, the raison d’etre  of the Portico Library. It is a 
collection which represents, reflects and typifies a culturally, intellectually and economically 
developing society at a crucial and significant stage of its history. The Portico is also one of 
the few subscription or proprietary libraries which still occupies its original building, albeit in 
a reduced space. 

Utilising The Portico’s own archives, including the Minute Books, available from the 
Committee’s first meeting in January 1806, and Book Recommendation ledgers, it will be 
possible to build up a picture of why certain newspapers, periodicals and books were 
chosen by the committees and why. What was happening locally, regionally, nationally and 
internationally that would influence choices? What reading or collecting trends were 
occurring that might have prompted the purchase of a volume known for its value or 
aesthetic rather than its intellectual worth? How a collection is informed by a society is the 
subject for research and would be an invaluable insight for The Portico Library. 

http://www.theportico.org.uk/


 

 

 

RAPAR (Refugee and Asylum Seeker Participatory Action Research) 

 

RAPAR is a Manchester-based human rights organisation working with people, both locally 
and further afield, who are at risk of having their rights denied. 
 
We work with — and many of us are, or have been — displaced* people facing challenges 
relating to citizenship, housing, deportation, employment, education, personal safety and 
other problems. We enable people’s access to the services they need, and release their 
abilities to find effective solutions to challenges facing them. 
 
We also assist in the formation of community groups, and develop research projects and 
learning opportunities that advance the general body of knowledge about displaced 
people.      
 
Founded in 2001 by a group of volunteers, RAPAR is still run on an entirely voluntary basis 
by local and displaced people from all over Greater Manchester, who come together from 
many different backgrounds, cultures, histories, experiences and challenges. 

Scoping out State Asylum Space 

During the 50 hours allocated to this research, the student undertakes a scoping exercise to 
establish the following: 

1. How many, where, and what, are the public/social spaces throughout Greater 
Manchester within which people seeking asylum are either instructed to report to, 
or detained, by the State? 

2. What forms of reporting do people make?  In which spaces? 
3. What bodies employ the staff in these spaces? (contractors and sub-contractors.) 
4. What conditions are imposed upon the people reporting within these spaces? 

(description of physical environment; regulations.) 
5. What are the range of powers available to the State within these public spaces? 

During the initial period, RAPAR members will commit time to inducting the student with 
key facts that inform their process of engagement. The research process will be inductive, 
dependent upon the extent to which they can get “in and on”. 

Following preparatory, desk-based research, the student seeks to secure physical access and, 
where possible, allocated face to face time with staff members in a sample of such settings. 
These staff will be interviewed about 2-5.  Depending on the level of formality of these 
exchanges (i.e. whether they occur completely informally as the student is being guided 
around the space ,or in a formal meeting) the final report production process may involve 
extracts from selective transcription. 

Intellectual property 

We would welcome discussion to specify the intellectual property issues that arise from this 
researching process.  

Dr Rhetta Moran, Matron, RAPAR.  

http://www.rapar.org.uk/


 

 

 

AIURRRC (Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations Resource Centre) 
 
The Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations Resource Centre is a University of Manchester 
specialist library and archive focusing on race relations and Black history and is based in 
Manchester Central Library. In addition to the traditional library function, we have a very 
active outreach and community engagement role, and are currently working to open up and 
interpret our archive collections for a wider audience, through public outputs such as blog 
posts, handling sessions and exhibitions.    
 
We are looking for a postgraduate student to create a ‘package’ of such outputs around one 
of our archive collections – with our ultimate aim being to create a package for each of our 
collections. We anticipate this will include telling the story of the collection, making links 
with relevant individuals who can speak about the collection, running a handling session, 
creating an online exhibition and writing blog posts. However, as this will be our first 
‘package’ we are open to suggestions from the researcher. This will then become the 
template for further ‘packages’. The Steve Cohen collection, which is an archive of anti-
deportation and immigration campaigns fought in Manchester in the 1970s, 80s and 90s, 
would be an ideal collection to focus upon as it is our largest archive and includes leaflets, 
posters, banners and badges.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.racearchive.manchester.ac.uk/


 

 
 

 
 

WCML (Working Class Movement Library) 
 
 
Working people have always struggled to get their voices heard. The Working Class 
Movement Library records over 200 years of organising and campaigning by ordinary men 
and women. Our collection provides a rich insight into working people's daily lives as well as 
their thoughts, hopes, fears and the roles they played in the significant events of their time. 
 

Our collection contains: 
• books • pamphlets • archives • photographs • plays • poetry • songs • banners • 

posters • badges • cartoons • journals • biographies • reports • 

 
We have information on: 
 
• The trades and lives of people who worked in the past - brushmakers, silk workers, tailors, 
boilermakers and others  
• Trade unions, where people have banded together to improve their working conditions 
• Politics and campaigns, from Chartism to the General Strike and more recent protests  
• Creativity and culture - drama, literature, music, art and leisure 
• Important people who have led activist lives 
• International events such as the Spanish Civil War, and aspects of Irish history  
 
Much of this information is held in books, pamphlets or leaflets.  Many more stories are told 
by our photos, banners and tape recordings.Our collection captures many points of view to 
tell the story of Britain's working classes from the beginning of industrialisation to the 
present day. Our oldest items date from the 1760s. From the 1820s we have some of the 
earliest trade union documents to have survived. We have material on politics of all shades 
and come right up to date with the archive of Jim Allen, the Manchester-born screenwriter 
who worked on Coronation Street and collaborated with film director Ken Loach. 
 
 
The Working Class Movement Library would like to work with a researcher to consider 
how to engage effectively with younger audiences: 
 

- WCML must be able to demonstrate the relevance of its collections to present day 
issues in which activists and campaigning groups are involved 

 

- It’s a resource that campaigning groups and activists can use to research the 
background to and context of their work – both in terms of the content of the 
collection and the meeting space WCML can provide 

 

- It can use its networking links with other organisations and make new links with 
campaigning groups to maintain and increase awareness of what it can offer. 

 

 

http://www.wcml.org.uk/
http://www.wcml.org.uk/Main/en/contents/working-lives/
http://www.wcml.org.uk/Main/en/contents/trade-unions/
http://www.wcml.org.uk/Main/en/contents/protests-politics-and-campaigning-for-change/
http://www.wcml.org.uk/Main/en/contents/creativity-and-culture/
http://www.wcml.org.uk/Main/en/contents/activists/
http://www.wcml.org.uk/Main/en/contents/international/
http://www.wcml.org.uk/wcml/en/contents/activists/tape-recordings-/


 

 

Chetham’s Library 

 

Chetham's Library was founded in 1653 and is the oldest public library in the English-
speaking world. It is an independent charity and remains open to readers and visitors free of 
charge, although we suggest a minimum donation of £3. 

The entire collection at Chetham's Library has been designated as one of national and 
international importance, an accolade of which we are extremely proud. 

The Library began acquiring books in August 1655, and has been adding to its collections 
ever since. As well as a fine collection of early printed books, the collections include a 
wealth of ephemera, manuscript diaries, letters and deeds, prints, paintings and glass 
lantern slides. 

Collections 

Printed Books & Ephemera 

The Library holds over 100,000 volumes of printed books, of which 60,000 were published 
before 1851. These include particularly rich collections of sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century printed works, periodicals and journals, broadsides and other ephemera. Most of 
the material may be found in our online Catalogue 

Archives & Manuscripts 

The collections include substantial holdings of manuscripts and archives. Manuscripts are 
not yet included in our online catalogue, but a Handlist of Manuscripts provides a detailed 
listing of some of the materials. 

Prints and Photographs 

Over time, a wide range of images have made their way into the collection. In particular, the 
Library holds a large number of glass lantern slides which offer a window into vanished 
worlds. 

We welcome researchers contributing to existing projects or devising their own suggestions 
for opening up the collections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chethams.org.uk/
http://www.chethams.org.uk/collections_print.html
http://130.88.25.236:8002/
http://www.chethams.org.uk/archives.html
http://www.chethams.org.uk/collections_photos.html


 

 

 

 

People’s History Museum 

 

The People’s History Museum collection is the largest collection of political material in 

Britain, spanning working people’s demand for a better world to organisations that 

represented them.  Befitting the national museum of democracy, objects related to the fight 

for the vote make up a core of the collection.  These range from the early 19th century 

radical demands for the vote, through to the suffragettes, to the lowering of the age limit 

from 21 to 18 in 1969.  PHM is an internationally significant political archive and includes 

the complete holdings of the Labour Party and Communist Party of Great 

Britain.  Conservative Party and early Liberal Party material is strongly represented as are 

other organisations including the Department for Work and Pensions, the Trades Union 

Congress and The Co-operative Group. 

 

The objects are hugely varied.  The PHM collection of trade union and political banners is 

the largest and most important of its type in the world. Other trade union material includes 

sashes and a vast collection of emblems from a wide range of organisations.  There is a 

collection of over 2,000 political posters covering elections and issue campaigns such as 

peace and equality.  Satire forms a strong part of our holdings, with over 300 18th, 19th and 

20th century political cartoons.  There are 7,000 badges and tokens from the late 19th 

century to the present day.  PHM also holds over 95,000 photographic images covering 

labour history, the Labour Party and more general political history. 

 

Much of the collection was produced by the organised labour movement in Britain as part of 

the fights for electoral and social reform, trade unionism, the development and changes 

within the welfare movement, advances in the lives of working people and specific 

campaigns and political issues reaching up to the present day.  PHM actively collects 

contemporary material relating to current political issues, key campaigns and 

demonstrations, as well as historical material in line with our collecting policy. 

 

We have a number of projects currently underway, and researchers are welcome to 
respond to these. However, we are always looking for new perspectives and materials 
which add value to our engagement and access agenda for our collections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.phm.org.uk/


 

Victoria Baths continues as a partnering CP, with Ben Dunn as the RinR. Read about Ben’s 
project here:  http://researchersinresidence.wordpress.com/2014/09/22/summaries-2013-
14-projects/ 

 

 

Following the successful RinR last academic year, The Pankhurst Centre continues as a 
partnering CP, but the specific project is TBC … so look out for upcoming details on the 
website:  http://researchersinresidence.wordpress.com 

 

 

A national research project collaboration between Rogue Artists’ Studios and the Institute 
for Cultural Practices is in development. If you would like to know more about this then 
please email  Jenna.Ashton@manchester.ac.uk

 

 

 

http://www.rogueartistsstudios.co.uk/
http://researchersinresidence.wordpress.com/2014/09/22/summaries-2013-14-projects/
http://researchersinresidence.wordpress.com/2014/09/22/summaries-2013-14-projects/
http://researchersinresidence.wordpress.com/
mailto:Jenna.Ashton@manchester.ac.uk
http://www.victoriabaths.org.uk/
http://www.thepankhurstcentre.org.uk/
http://www.arts.manchester.ac.uk/icp/
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