
 
 
“IMPACT”  
 
A postgraduate arts research symposium hosted by the Manchester 
Cultivating Research Group  
 
26th May, 10am – 4pm, Martin Harris Centre, University of Manchester  
 
The Manchester Cultivating Research Group is a postgraduate-led initiative based 
in Drama at the University of Manchester. 
 
IMPACT (according to Research Councils UK): 
 

1. Academic Impact 
 - The demonstrable contribution that excellent research makes to academic advances, 
across and within disciplines, including significant advances in understanding, methods, 
theory and application. 
 
2. Economic and Societal Impact 
- The demonstrable contribution that excellent research makes to society and the economy 
[…] Impact embraces all the extremely diverse ways in which research-related knowledge 
and skills benefit individuals, organisations and nations by: 

 fostering global economic performance, and specifically the economic 
competitiveness of the United Kingdom 

 increasing the effectiveness of public services and policy, and 
 enhancing quality of life, health and creative output. 

 

 
Impact has become of increasing concern in academic life. Research funding 
councils and Universities now routinely ask researchers to articulate the 
academic, social and economic impact of their research as part of quality 
monitoring processes and funding applications. What does this mean for 
postgraduate researchers in performance and screen?  
 
This symposium will examine challenges associated with thinking about and 
demonstrating the impact of performance and screen research. It will bring a 
range of performance and screen researchers together to consider creative and 
critical responses to the impact agenda. What opportunities does the impact 
agenda present? What challenges are involved in demonstrating impact? 
What broad and diverse ideas and practices of impact are there in 
emerging research in performance and screen? How is impact being 
framed and understood? How does the impact agenda challenge what we 
look at and how we look at it? Should we even be concerned with impact? 
 
This Symposium aims to provide a platform for a critical discussion of the impact 
agenda, and to consider methodologies to assess and identify impact. By working 
together with our own research communities in the fields of performance and 
screen studies, the symposium will encourage researchers in Manchester and 



Salford to think about achieving impact in their own research and with other 
partners at various stages of the research (beginning, middle, end).  
 
‘IMPACT’ will provide a platform for sharing emerging research in 
performance arts and screen studies.  
 
We invite proposals from active researchers in the fields of drama, theatre, 
performance, screen, applied theatre, visual arts, visual anthropology, cultural 
practice, music, dance, physical theatre and related areas. 
 
Contributions may take a variety of forms – short performances, workshops, 
walks, screenings, dramatised readings, installations, interactive events, 
academic papers, short provocations (subject to availability of space and 
technical support). 
 
We envisage this day-long event as taking place across scheduled one hour slots, 
with each slot including one of the following:  
 Three 15 minute papers  
 30 – 40 minute performances or screenings   
 45 minute workshops  
 
However, we also welcome proposals that do not fit into these time frames.  
 
Please send 200-word proposals and 100-word biography by Monday 16th April 
2012 to Mike Miller: michael.miller-2@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk  
 
If you would like to attend the day without presenting, please let Mike know – we 
will reserve you a place.  
 
Presenters will be confirmed by 20th April and a draft programme will be 
available shortly after that date.  
 
If you have any queries, please contact Sabina Shah:  
sabina.shah@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk 
 
For up-to-date information, visit 
http://uompgdrama.webs.com/symposium2012.htm 
 
 
 


