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Participant Biographies 
 

 

Carol Mavor is Professor of Art History and Visual Studies at the University of 

Manchester. Mavor is the author of Reading Boyishly: Roland Barthes, J. M. Barrie, 

Jacques Henri Lartigue, Marcel Proust, and D. W. Winnicott (2007);  Becoming: The 

Photographs of Clementina, Viscountess,  Hawarden (1999) and Pleasures Taken: 

Performances of Sexuality and Loss in Victorian Photographs (1995), all  published 

by Duke University Press. Forthcoming publications include Black and Blue. Durham, 

North Carolina, USA: Duke University Press, 2011, and Blue Mythologies. London: 

Reaktion Press, 2012. 

 

David Toop is a musician, writer and sound curator and author of Sinister 

Resonance: The Mediumship of the Listener (2010), Exotica (1999), Ocean of Sound 

(1995), Rap Attack (1984; 3rd ed. 1999). As a critic and columnist he is a regular 

contributor to Wire, and has written for many publications, including The Face, The 

Times, The Guardian, Arena, Vogue, Spin, GQ, and many others. 

He curated Sonic Boom, the UK's largest ever exhibition of sound art, displayed at 

the Hayward Gallery, London, from April to June, 2000. In 2001-02 he was sound 

curator for Radical Fashion, an exhibition of work by designers including Issey 

Miyake, Junya Watanabe, Martin Margiela and Hussein Chalayan, held at the 

Victoria and Albert Museum, and featuring music by Björk, Ryuichi Sakamoto, Akira 

Rabelais, Paul Schütze and others. 

He is a Senior Research Fellow at the Sound Arts & Design Dept. of the London 

College of Communication, and currently Visiting Professor at The University of the 

Arts London, and Visiting Professor at Leeds College of Music. 

 

Eimer Birkbeck is Paris based, her work examining the act of recording sound, and 

exploring the dynamics of our relationship with the acoustic environment, through her 

notion of the human soundprint. Her sound sculptures offer a personal exploration of 

sound as the covert cultural and physical texture underlining all our day-to-day 

experiences, referring back to the instance of listening, and the desire to capture, 

memorise and reproduce the intimacy and transformative physicality of sound 

received by and its resonance within the body.  

Exhibiting both within the UK and internationally, her work was previously selected 

for the YYZ anthology Aural Cultures, Toronto and most recently she has been 

nominated for the Prix Phonurgia Nova 2011, Création Radiophonique, Mondiale et 

Européenne. 
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Alison Criddle graduated with a BA in Art History from the University of Manchester 

in 2010. Having completed a Masters in Art History in September 2011, she is 

currently awaiting graduation having submitted a dissertation focused upon a multi-

sensory reading and writing of Caravaggio’s Narcissus, from which the paper takes 

its lead. Under the supervision of Professor Carol Mavor, she is now undertaking her 

first year as a PhD candidate in Art History and Visual Studies. Initial research is 

centred predominantly upon weaving together and winding around a thesis on the 

averted female subject in film and photography, as witnessed through the coiled hair 

of a head turned away. 

 

Jenna Carine Ashton is a PhD candidate in Art History and Visual Studies, under 

the supervision of Prof. Carol Mavor. Her thesis examines the ‘child’ and the 

‘fantastic’ in the works of artist Rachel Whiteread and author Angela Carter. Jenna 

undertook her BA hons Combined degree in Literary Studies and Drama, and Art 

History and Classical Civilisation, and her Masters degree in Art History, both at The 

University of Manchester. Since 2007 she has collaborated with various artists, 

educators and curators in developing arts and visual culture workshops and events.   

Suzy Mangion is a PhD candidate, under the supervision of Dr. David Butler 

(Drama), and Dr. David Lomas (Art History and Visual Studies). Her research 

explores the role of sound in Surrealist film during the early sound era. Having 

previously studied English at the University of Cambridge, she completed her MA in 

Art History and Visual Studies at the University of Manchester in 2008, specialising 

in Surrealism. She is also a practising composer, musician and recording artist, and 

has curated a number of live audio-visual events. 

 

Manny Emslie is a Senior Lecturer in Dance at the University of Chester. Manny is 

one of a small number of certified Skinner Releasing Technique teachers in the 

United Kingdom. Her specialist area is somatic practice and somatic approaches to 

creating and making dance work. Presently, Manny is developing a solo work in 

collaboration with a musician/accompanist. A short section of the work has recently 

been performed in a dance platform in the North West of England. Her solo work is 

the basis of a formal research project, which is focusing on an autoethnographic 

process of investigation.  

 

Sarah Spies is also a Senior Lecturer in Dance at the University of Chester. Sarah 

focuses on choreographic and somatically informed screen work and improvisation. 

She is currently commissioned to create filmic projects for Cinedans (Amsterdam) in 

2012 and is a founding and active member of artists’ networks Embassy of... (Vienna) 

and Performance Matters (London). She has contributed to the international artists’ 

project Border Crossings in Namibia and has been funded by the Ministry of Arts and 

Culture (South Africa) to deliver a paper and installation at the SEAM ‘Spacing 

Movement Outside In’ Symposium (Australia) and a performance installation 
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‘Crossing’ at The University of Auckland (New Zealand). Sarah is an enthusiastic 

supporter of practice-based thinking. 

 

In 2011 Manny Emslie and Sarah Spies co-founded the experimental dance 

company The Oblique Strategists. They have performed in a number of festivals 

and at the CCRAM conference at the University of Chester and more recently at the 

international conference of somatic and creative dance practices, Coventry 

University. 

 

Camilla Mork Rostvik graduated from the University in Oslo with a BA in Art History 

this year and came to Manchester to study for her MA in Art History and Visual 

Studies this September. In Norway she wrote cultural commentary for a newspaper 

and worked part time giving art historical tours of the Royal Norwegian Castles. She 

is considering undertaking a PhD in the UK. 

 

Sophie Preston graduated with a BA(hons) in Art History from the University of 

Manchester this year, and is currently working towards a Masters in Art History and 

Visual Studies, due to be completed in September 2012. Her dissertation will focus 

on the writings and drawings of the lethargic Stephen Tennant, the so-called 

'brightest' member of the Bright Young Things. Sophie intends to embark on a PhD 

at the University of Manchester next year, exploring the gestural drawings of Marcel 

Proust. Over the summer Sophie designed and led a multi-sensory tour of the 

Whitworth Art Gallery as part of the Manchester International Festival.  

 

 


